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Wales’ newest National Nature Reserve
The declaration of Wales’ newest National 
Nature Reserve took place at Gregynog on the 6 
March. The designation confirms the estate, as 
one of Wales’ most important sites for ancient 
parkland and wood-pasture habitats, veteran 
trees, and nationally important lichens, insects 
and other wildlife, supported by these rare 
habitats.

Morgan Parry, Countryside Council for Wales 
chair, described Gregynog as one of the jewels 
in Wales’ crown. ‘It’s a great achievement that 
we have managed to create a National Nature 
Reserve to put alongside all the other wonderful 
things that Gregynog has to offer,’ he said.

The creation of The Wales Pledge 
The University of Wales Council has announced 
the creation of Adduned Cymru – The Wales 
Pledge to ensure that the assets it holds will 
continue to benefit the whole of Wales after 
its merger with other institutions, involving the 
establishment of a number of independent 
trusts to safeguard the traditional services 
associated with the University. We are delighted 
that The Gregynog Trust will safeguard for the 
nation Gregynog hall and estate, bequeathed 
to the University of Wales by Margaret Davies in 
1960. The University will use some of its historic 

unrestricted endowments to establish an initial 
fund to support the work of the Gregynog Trust, 
being a key development to safeguard this 
cultural, educational and environmental asset, 
opening up access to funding which Gregynog 
isn’t currently able to apply for. 

The new charity should be established by 
the Autumn and staff are excited by the 
opportunity this affords.  

Ray Woods, from the British Lichen Society, 
described Gregynog as ‘very special’ because of 
the internationally important lichens and fungi 
that exist in the Great Wood. It is one of the few 
remaining examples of continental lichen-rich 
woodlands. He emphasised the importance of 
fungi and lichens for producing antibiotics, life-
saving drugs and nutrients.

The NNR declaration highlights Gregynog 
as a place where the public can enjoy the 
countryside and see a vast range of wildlife 
– from hares to breeding birds like the wood 
warbler, pied flycatcher and redstart; to great 
crested newts and dragonflies in and around 

the many ponds. Gregynog also supports good 
numbers of bats, and provides feeding areas for 
the important lesser horseshoe bat. 

A conifer block adjoining the Great Wood has 
been felled to restore this to native broadleaf 
woodland and ensuring that the next generation 
of trees in the parkland can become established.

Another  recent addition to the estate 
is a restored lake, which can be seen from 
the access road to the hall from the village 
of Tregynon. Designed to enhance the 
environmental conditions for wildlife, the 20 
metres by 10 metres lake has been supported 
by a grant.

Welcome to our Spring 2013 
Newsletter, which is a little later 
than hoped and therefore consistent 
with the onset of Spring itself! We 
have had a very busy year and are 
delighted to update you on progress, 
valuing your support for Gregynog 
and what we are trying to achieve. 
We welcome your feedback on the 
developments detailed within this 
newsletter.

Dear 
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A feast of music to celebrate the centenary of 
British composer Benjamin Britten, a visit by the 
BBC Antiques Roadshow and a music festival 
combine to create an exciting programme. 

In one of the summer’s highlights, a team of 
fine art specialists from the popular Antiques 
Roadshow arrive on July 4. The experts will give 
free valuations and advice to visitors who turn 
up with their family heirlooms and treasures. To 
volunteer as a steward for this event and  
see behind the scenes contact Annette on  
01686 650224.

June promises to be a very busy month. The 
Grade I listed gardens will be open on June 2 as 
part of the National Garden Scheme Open Day 
and music takes centre stage as we welcome 
back local rock and pop band Up All Nite for an 
open air concert on June 14.  The Gregynog 
Festival, from June 20-30, this year celebrates 
the centenary of Benjamin Britten with seven 
centuries of music by great British composers. 

Continuing the same theme, we are hosting a 
Britten Residency from September 4-6, when 
Nicholas Cleobury and Mid Wales Opera bring 
together a stellar cast to discover the operas 
of the famous composer. 

In August  we host a launch party for 
the Montgomeryshire branch of the Welsh 
Historic Gardens Trust, which will be based 
here and in September the hall will be open 
as part of a heritage open day. Later in the 
year, watch out for the Halloween Ghost Hunt 
looking for our famous spooks. For Christmas 
we host a food and flowers day followed by 
a Christmas concert by this year’s Gregynog 
Young Musician of the Year winner and 
Cinderella pantomime with Santa’s grotto in 
the woods. 

BBC Antiques Roadshow & events 

History slot 
Gregynog is full of treasures; many we 
know about, of course, but many we are still 
discovering. Librarian Mary Oldham is busy at 
present compiling an inventory of the historic 
contents of the hall. Not just the precious 
Gregynog Press books in the safe and the fine 
paintings and sculptures to be seen around 
the house but the books that the Davies sisters 
may once have had by their bedsides; the 
brass plaques and ancient pots they brought 
back from their holidays; the crockery and 
cutlery they used every day. There’s a clock 
that can be seen in an illustration to the 
1913 Gregynog sale catalogue, and an 18th 
century embroidered pole screen that may 
have sheltered the faces of Arthur Blayney’s 
sisters from the fire. Fire screens and marble 
handbasins and hand-woven Dryad chairs and 
that odd musical instrument, the ‘Dulcitone’ – 
where did that come from? All these things are 
part of the history of Gregynog and must be 
recorded for posterity.

Anyone who has joined one of Mary’s tours of 
the hall knows that she always takes longer than 
she says she will, because she always has some 
new anecdote to tell, or some new discovery to 
share. Gregynog is full of stories; we’re finding 
new ones all the time.

Estate gardens
Our Gardener, Martin,  has enjoyed a busy 
Spring planting bee friendly species to provide 
sources of pollen for our apiary residents. There 
are now shrubs and wild roses around the apiary 
but also perennials throughout the gardens. 
With the help of landscape maintenance 
contractors, P+W Contracting, who mow 
our lawns, he is able to concentrate on the 
borders around the hall. In the meantime, work 
continues to clear Rhododendron Ponticum 
off the estate due to the disease Phytophera 
Ramorum which we are attempting to eradicate 
and which it carries. This has opened up 
beautiful new views throughout the woodlands 
and we hope that we will see more Bluebells as 
the Spring develops

Business news
Staff and students on educational events continue to flock through the doors whilst bookings  
continue to be secured for conferences and weddings, the profits from which have enabled 
us to invest in the Hall. This year we have created a few more en-suite rooms, refurbished the 
meeting rooms on the second floor, purchased new furniture for the Courtyard rooms and 
updated our audio-visual equipment with flat screen TV’s and ceiling mounted projectors in 
key conference rooms. The website has been updated with a promotional film and we are now 
selling B+B accommodation via booking.com. The new café menu has been well received and 
Heiko’s homemade burgers are proving popular. 

Technical specifications and tender documentation is being prepared with the help of the 
Carbon Trust for a proposed biomass system to reduce our carbon footprint and provide cost 
effective heating for the hall.


