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Hall & Business News
In 2011 we won a number of awards for 
both our business and tourism activities. We 
achieved an Investors in People ‘Bronze’ award, 
and Hospitality Assured ‘premier status’. We 
have also been accepted as a member of the 
prestigious Meetings Industry Association.  We 
were delighted to achieve ‘silver’ under the 
Green Tourism Business scheme for our work 
with conservation and sustainability. 

Gregynog’s a surprisingly technical place. 
New developments this year include the 

introduction of new IT software with a property 
management system that includes an interface 
with on-line travel agencies. This means that 
accommodation at Gregynog can be booked on 
line from all over the world. Our environmental 
monitoring equipment is also proving effective 
and allows us to check that our important 
collections of art and furniture are kept in the 
right conditions. 

You may have noticed that we applied for 
planning permission and listed building consent 

to convert more bedrooms to en-suite, using 
adjacent store rooms as bathrooms, (we just 
don’t know where to keep the mops now!). We 
also applied to convert the old gardeners hut to 
an outdoor toilet block for walkers, and to erect 
a greenhouse. We received all the necessary 
consents a few weeks ago so work can now begin 
on these projects.

Our financial performance has been excellent, 
with income rising to over £1.08 million for 
the first time with over 9,500 bed-nights of 
accommodation (that’s lots of sausages 
for breakfast!) including over 6000 student 
bed-nights. We are using profits generated 
throughout the year to create jobs and refurbish 
the hall. We have replaced the carpets in 
the Front Hall and the Blayney Room; we’ve 
decorated the Crush Hall and Music Room Lobby 
and we’ve refurbished our Bridal Suite to a very 
high standard. The numbers of weddings are also 
increasing, providing much needed income to 
enable us to look after this beautiful hall to the 
standard it deserves!

High profile marketing is crucial; we have 
been featured in national publications and on 
national television, and have hosted a number of 
film crews (including one from Japan).  A stand 
at 2011 Shrewsbury flower show, shared with 
Glansevern Gardens, proved to be  very popular.

Welcome to our Spring 2012 
Newsletter, in which we’re delighted 
to update you on progress at 
Gregynog. We value your support 
most dearly and have therefore held 
over our membership prices from last 
year at £15 per individual and £25 
for a family. We would also welcome 
your feedback on the developments 
detailed within this newsletter

Dear 
members



Spring 2012www.gregynog.wales.ac.uk

Garden & Estate News 
Development of the Gardens continues and you 

have probably spotted our five new flower beds 

containing cherry trees and David Austin roses.  

These were dug by volunteers in the exact 

locations of historic beds, which you can see in 

the summer from the 3rd floor windows. A free 

information sheet on the garden’s history will 

be available to members in Reception. 

The gardeners have been working in the 

Warren clearing Rhododendron as part of the 

work to protect the extended Site of Special 

Scientific Interest, which now extends over 55 

hectares and includes the area above the Lily 

Lake as well as the Great Wood.  A number of 

experts have been researching bio-diversity on 

the estate, discovering rare plants and lichens, 

and a bat ecologist has picked up the call of the 

elusive Barbastrell on his sonar equipment. Our 

bee apiary is almost complete and we just await 

the construction of the slate roof to the viewing 

Events & Visitor Services
An exciting events programme has been launched 
for this year and a list is enclosed. This includes a 
very busy June with a celebratory tour of the hall 
for the Queen’s jubilee on the 4th, a National 
Garden Scheme Open day on the 5th and the 
Garden Festival on the 10th.  In August we have 
Chapterhouse theatre returning to perform Romeo 
and Juliet on the 17th and Sleeping Beauty on the 
26th.  A new range of products will be appearing in 
the shop for Easter including some very attractive 
Welsh slate, soaps made from locally produced 
bees wax, an owl range, soft toys and our own be-
spoke mugs, sweets, jigsaws and of course Gwasg 
Gregynog cards and prints. Julia Harris, the famous 
local artist even produced a Blayney Moo for us! 

Heiko has added high teas and his own 
home-made pork pies / terrines (with Gregynog 

Chutney) on the café menu with a number of new 
ice-creams including rum and raisin and chocolate 
chip. Although Heiko’s ham hock Cawl went down 
very well over the winter, we are all looking forward 
to having the ice-creams back!

Please remember that a Visiting Reader’s card is 
available on request to Gregynog Annual Members, 
enabling them to visit the library to read and study.   
We recommend an initial visit to meet the Librarian 
and discuss your interests.   Please telephone or 
email beforehand to arrange a date. The Librarian 
is on duty on Tuesdays and Thursdays, but Readers 
may visit at other times by prior arrangement.   On 
each visit, please show your readers’ card and 
sign in at Reception. We are working towards 
creating a digital catalogue of the books in the 
Gregynog library which will be accessible through 

Volunteer 
opportunities
Gregynog now has a fantastic group 
of volunteers helping in the gardens 
and with a number of exciting projects 
for which we are extremely grateful. 
However, we continue to seek (especially 
computer literate) volunteers to assist the 
Mary in Library and for someone to set up 
and manage Gregynog’s Twitter / Face-
book pages. This would be a fabulous 
work experience project for someone 
hoping for a career in marketing. Please 
contact Annette if you are keen to 
become involved on 01686 650224 or 
a.dowling@wales.ac.uk.Romeo and Juliet

shelter …. not that this bothers our million little 

buzzers very much! 

You may have noticed that we are gradually 

modernising the estate properties as they 

become available with numbers 1 and 2 

Gregynog Cottages now ready for let via 

Shearer Morris Estate Agents. We also hope that 

Wood Cottage will be included by CADW on 

the list of buildings of historic importance in the 

near future as a traditional rural building type 

with ‘exceptional vernacular character’

We are starting to explore opportunities 

to fish at Llyn Gwgia, which is now back under 

Gregynog’s management. Anyone interested in 

fishing here or has any ideas 

the Gregynog website, but in the meantime the 
Librarian is happy to respond to email queries 
concerning our holdings. We regret that books 
may not be borrowed.

For further information, contact Mary Oldham, 
Librarian (m.oldham@wales.ac.uk)


