
We are pleased to say that we now 
have more than one hundred members 
of the Gregynog membership scheme 
and are delighted that you have been 
able to support us during the past year. 
Your contribution has assisted towards 
a number of exciting developments, 
some of which are listed below, which we 
believe you will enjoy during future visits. 
We hope you like this newsletter, which 
will be produced twice a year in the spring 
and autumn, and is aimed at keeping you 
informed of future initiatives. 

Recently four new colour coded walks have 
been created together with interpretation 
panels to open up some of the most 
important and spectacular parts of the estate. 
A map leaflet and bird identification panel is 
now available with thanks to partial funding 
from the Countryside Council for Wales. 

To help visitors fully appreciate the estate, 
the new Warren Walk, Great Wood Walk, 
Valley Walk and Lily Lake Walk have been 
created. The restoration of the Lily Lake itself 

was opened by Iolo Williams, the Welsh 
naturalist, on the 23 November generating 
much TV and press coverage.

The walks are designed to offer something 
of interest for everybody. Walkers pass a 
buzzing bee apiary (developed with the 
Montgomeryshire Bee Keepers Association) 
to the secluded Mellor’s cottage, take in the 
Davies sisters’ painting shed and Quakers 
Hall, our duck house perched in the middle of 
the lily lake, and they can even shake hands 
with a giant or watch wildlife from a bird  hide 
high up in Garden House Wood.

You can enter the courtyard beneath 
the Gregynog dragon, stroll through the 
gnarled oaks of the Great Wood, a Site of 
Special Scientific  Interest and view lichen 
which survived the pollution of the Industrial 
Revolution.

Gregynog Hall gardens promise to be a 
blaze of colour this spring as 22,000 newly 
planted bulbs and 400 roses come into bloom 
at various points, including within the recesses 
of the famous yew hedge.
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Karen Armstrong, Gregynog’s Director, 
felt that although there were a number of 
existing footpaths throughout the estate, the 
most important and dramatic areas were not 
necessarily accessible by these;

‘The wildlife interpretation panels, which 
we have installed with support from the 
Countryside Council Wales, enable visitors to 
understand the importance of the natural 
environment within Gregynog’.

To support the upkeep of Gregynog, 
visitors will be charged £3 for admission 
to the formal gardens from April 15 this 
year, although this will be included in your 
membership fee. The annual membership 
scheme will remain at £15 per individual 
and £25 for a family (2 adults, 2 children).  
Memberships can be renewed by completing 
the enclosed form or visiting reception and 
further details are available from Gregynog 
on 01686 650224. 

A new range of 
exciting products will be 
on offer in the gift shop. 
Gorgeous locally sourced 
food and homemade 
cakes will be served in the 
courtyard café.
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For budding 
photographers

We are always on the lookout for outstanding 
images of the hall and estate and will 
therefore pay £30 for any images which are 
provided with full copyright and are of a 
high enough standard for publication. These 
must be submitted by e-mail to Annette. We 
are delighted to welcome Annette Dowling 
to Gregynog who, as the Assistant to the 
Director, will be acting as the membership 
secretary. Please contact her if you have any 
comments or suggestions on 01686 650034 
or by e-mail to a.dowling@wales.ac.uk.

Please find enclosed this year’s events list and 
we do hope that you will be able to join us for 
some of this exciting and varied programme. 

Do let us know if you wish to opt out of 
future mailings or if your name and address 
details are incorrect on our database so that 
they can be amended in the future.
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Wanted volunteers Hall news
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Help is wanted to bring back the garden and 
estate to its former glory. It’s not fair for Steve 
to have all the fun. Whether you can spare the 
odd couple of hours or a full day a week we 
have various tasks for you. Planting, pruning, 
dead heading, fencing, painting and helping to 
improve access on the footpaths are just some 
of the things that need doing. Or perhaps you 
have specialist knowledge which may be of use?

You can use your skills, learn new ones and 
keep fit while making friends in wonderful 
surroundings. Gregynog is the place to be.

Members privilege; 
become a Visiting 
Reader at Gregynog
The library at Gregynog Hall is a treasure 
trove of fascinating and invaluable books 
and journals, especially relating to all things 
Welsh. It contains an excellent collection 
of material on Welsh history, literature and 
culture in all its aspects and in both Welsh 
and English, including journals. There is a 
collection of material relating to the Arthurian 
cycle of legends in Britain and Europe, and a 

For the competitive amongst you, we 
are holding a Giant Vegetable Show on 
September 11th 2011. Tables will need to 
be set up by 10am with judging from 12 
and prize giving at 3pm. Entry costs just 
50p per class with children free. This will 
include flowers, fruit and vegetables plus a 
children’s section. For more information 
on volunteers and these events, 
please contact Steve Griffiths, Estate 
Manager on 01686 650036 or  
email s.griffiths@wales.ac.uk

small collection of books in Irish. All of these 
will be of particular interest to students of 
Welsh and Celtic history and culture. There 
is also an interesting collection of books 
on the arts, book production, printing and 
binding, which reflect Gregynog’s important 
contribution to these fields.

A Visiting Reader’s card is available on 
request to Gregynog Annual Members, 
enabling them to visit the library to read 
and study.  We recommend an initial visit to 
meet the Librarian and discuss your interests.   
Please telephone or email beforehand to 
arrange a date.

The Librarian is on duty on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, but Readers may visit at other 
times by prior arrangement. On each visit, 
please show your readers’ card and sign in at 
Reception. (This ensures that we comply with 
fire regulations).

We are working towards creating a digital 
catalogue of the books in the Gregynog 
library which will be accessible through the 
Gregynog website, but in the meantime the 
Librarian is happy to respond to email queries 
concerning our holdings. We regret that books 
may not be borrowed.

For further information, contact Mary 
Oldham, Librarian (m.oldham@wales.ac.uk)

Not only have the gardens been receiving 
some much needed attention but also 
the Hall, with many decorative projects 
ongoing through the public areas 
including the Music Room and its lobby, 
the staircases and corridors. Our bridal 
suite (Room 8 of 57!) is the first of the 
bedrooms to receive a makeover. The 
National Library has donated a set of 
prints from work the Sisters owned, 
including by Rembrandt and Durer, which 
will shortly be hung as an exhibition. A 
museum quality intruder alarm system 
has been installed, with environmental 
monitoring of our collections, as well as 
an independent mobile phone signal. 

We have just been assessed against 
a Green Tourism Business award and 
should hear the results shortly. A 
planning application is awaited for the 
conversion of the old gardeners shed to 
a toilet block, the creation of more en-
suite rooms and the erection of a much 
needed greenhouse. The conference side 
of the business is also doing well with an 
increase in commercial clients enabling us 
to invest in these capital projects.


